The Right Living Space
Housing Needs of people with Disabilities

This report is based on a joint study between the Citizens Information Board (formerly Comhairle) & Disability Federation of Ireland (DFI). The focus of the report is on the housing needs of people with disabilities, their families & the voluntary & community organisations working with them.  It is a survey of voluntary /community organisations & focus groups involving people with disabilities & voluntary/community organisation representatives.
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The report is a consultation with people with disabilities and a group of organisations working in the area of disability.  Some of these organisations are involved in providing housing, others provide support services & for some the main focus is advocacy (speaking for others).  Feedback based on the experience of people using the Citizens Information services all around the country was an important part of the study.
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People with disabilities with housing needs

There is a lack of social housing in general as well as community based housing for people with a disability including accessible housing & support to allow people to live independently in their own homes.
There is a great hidden need for housing among people with disabilities who live in places they did not choose to be. The following are groups of people who have housing needs that are not being met at present.

· People in long stay residential settings
· People in community group homes
· People waiting to leave hospital

· People in nursing homes or people with brain injury.

Limited Housing Options
The report says that in reality the housing options for people with disabilities are limited because they often have special design and support needs.  As a result people with disability are less likely to get housing than people without a disability. And there is no plan to provide housing supports for people with disabilities.
Funding
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A full housing policy for people with disabilities will have to be well funded if to follow best practice in housing options, integrated supports & accessibility.  There is a need for a joined up answer from the relevant authorities such as Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government, HSE, & Local Authorities in order to provide better housing & support services to people with disabilities in future. 
Feedback from Focus Groups
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There was agreement between the five focus groups that there is a hidden housing need among people with disabilities who live in situations not by choice but because of lack of suitable housing for them.
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Members of the focus groups also said that social attitudes were a big factor in how housing for people with disabilities is provided. 
The focus groups said that Irish society has not yet recognised the right of people with disabilities to live independently, to start a family or work in mainstream employment. 
Existing attitudes were that people with disabilities should still be cared for by family.
Brian Donohoe

National Federation Secretariat

April 2008
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